Education makes a Community
The signatories evidently believe that education is
"given/* as a sort of charity, to the poor and "pro-
vided" for themselves by the middle classes; that there
are two kinds of education, one of which ought to be
"superior," and that public policy ought to prevent
the "lower" education from becoming as good as
that for the middle classes. It is not clear whether the
"middle" cksses are the "upper" classes in the minds
of the gentlemen who proposed to save money on the
education of the poor. But it is quite clear that educa-
tion is supposed by them to preserve the division of
the nation into two distinct orders or ranks. That is
to say, education is to prevent the formation of one
community of equals. The State is to resist in public
policy the tendency towards a more equal distribution
of knowledge and skill, so that "the children of poor
parents" may be permanently inferior to those of the
middle cksses. The community of the future, which is
being formed by the new generation now at school,
is to be one of men and women who from their
earliest years have been trained in two distinct classes,
inferior and superior. There could be no clearer proof
that, in the minds of persons educated in the "best"
schools of the past, education for the rest of the com-
munity should be a bare necessity for making efficient
workers, not a luxury.
Evidently the preliminary question has not been
asked. Is the education in the State schools for the
advantage of the whole community? Is it good for
any man that others should be educated? Not if
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